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Henry Wade is an apotheosis in British 
Surgery,  becoming  a  famous  and 
accomplished  technical  surgeon  who 
followed Lister’s footsteps, a renowned 
clinical  scientist,  teacher,  a  war  hero  and  philanthropist.   
“Surgeon, Scientist, Soldier” by Dugald Gardner charts the 
key events of Henry Wade’s life and outlines the background 







































who  discovered  that  a  malignant  chicken  sarcoma  was 
transmissible by a filterable virus, for which he (Rous) was 
later awarded the Nobel prize. 
By  1914,  Henry  Wade  was  an  experienced  Assistant 
Surgeon to Leith and the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh, was 
Conservator of the College museum and had an outstanding 
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Bronwyn  Kerr,  Jan  Friedman,  Gareth 
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families  with  common  malignancies,  covering  breast  and 
ovarian  cancer,  the  polyposis  syndromes,  non-polyposis 
colorectal cancer and other less common malignancies, such 
as prostate, gastric and pancreatic cancers.
The final section deals with inherited cancer syndromes – the 
neurofibromatoses, von Hippel-Lindau, multiple endocrine 